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The strategic imperative of
social networking in business

N today’s interconnected business land-
scape, the significance of social networking
transcends its original purpose, evolving into
a vital strategy that drives growth, fosters in-
novation, and enhances competitive advantage.
The Global Business Achievers Networking
(GBAN) exemplifies how networking can unlock
immense potential within the business world.
Social networking allows for the establishment
of robust relationships among clients, partners,
and peers. Harvard Business School professor
John Kotter notes, "Networking is about making
the right connections to help achieve your goals.
" These connections not only bolster business
objectives but also facilitate the sharing of knowl-
edge and resources. The ripple effect of network-
ing creates new avenues for collaboration; as
noted by Dr. Karen Stephenson, "The ability to
network effectively can set one apart in the busi-
ness world."

Effective networking builds trust,
opens doors to new markets, and pro-
vides insights that can transform strat-
egies.

GBAN serves as a prime example
of the power of collective engagement.

By encouraging members to share
successes and challenges, it fosters a
learning environment that promotes
innovative solutions and collabora-
tion, positively impacting the bottom
line. GBAN emphasizes that "Rela-
tionship capital is often more valuable
than financial capital," highlighting
that the value derived from networks
often surpasses monetary investments.

Scholarly perspectives reinforce
the importance of networking.

Reed Hastings, co-founder of Net-
flix, remarked, "Connections are the

key to success—the more diverse your
connections, the more opportunities
you can create." Economists like Eli-
nor Ostrom argue that "The gover-
nance of common resources is most
effective when users are connected
through networks."

Such insights affirm the necessity
for businesses to engage in network-
ing to thrive, as high-growth compa-
nies increasingly view it as essential
for long-term sustainability.

The benefits of networking are
manifold. It facilitates knowledge
sharing, providing platforms for ex-
changing ideas and best practices that
spur innovation.

Moreover, networking grants ac-
cess to resources; a well-connected
network can offer solutions readily

unavailable within a single organization. Men-
torship opportunities can arise as experienced
professionals guide newcomers, fostering a
culture of learning and growth.

Additionally, networking enhances visibil-
ity, enabling businesses to attract clients and
partners more easily.

In the fast-paced environment of modern
commerce, social networking emerges as a
crucial pillar for success.

It promotes collaboration, spurs innovation,
and cultivates strategic alliances necessary
for sustained growth. GBAN exemplifies how
powerful connections can lead to extraordinary
outcomes. As businesses navigate this evolv-
ing landscape, embracing social networking
as a strategic imperative will be crucial for
achieving and maintaining success.

Ultimately, businesses must recognise the
critical role of social networking and actively
engage in platforms like GBAN to forge mean-
ingful connections.

The future belongs to those who network
strategically, innovate collaboratively, and
lead collectively.

Embrace the
networking for
— Staff Writer

transformative power of
a prosperous tomorrow.
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DR. JOHN MANGUDYA

The Board, Management and Staff of NetOne proudly extend heartfelt congratulations to

Dr. John Mangudya

Chief Executive Officer - Mutapa Investment Fund
Winner - CEO Legacy of Excellence Award

This esteemed honour recognises a leader whose vision, innovation and strategic foresight continue to
redefine excellence in wealth management and national economic development.

Dr. Mangudya's legacy is a beacon of progress—marked by transformative leadership, unwavering
dedication to Zimbabwe's growth, and an enduring impact that inspires confidence and ambition across

the nation.
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